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with regard to the expansion of the Viceroy's Coun-
cil and the creation of a War Advisory Council,
It, however, made no reference to the appointment
of non-official Advisers. We will for the present
defer consideration of the proposals made by the
Viceroy regarding the future constitution of India
and the method and process of framing it Let
us first take up the specific offer contained in the
Viceroy's statement in regard to interim arrange-
ments for the duration of war. The differences
within the provincial field regarding which the
Viceroy had asked the Congress to reach a settle-
ment with the Muslim League leading to co-
operation at the Centre had remained unbridged,
because of the intransigeance of the Congress and
their refusal to discuss the question with the
League or with any one. The British Government
now felt that these differences need not hold up
the expansion of the Viceroy's Council and the
establishment of a body which would more closely
.associate Indian opinion with the conduct of the
war. The Viceroy w#s, therefore, authorized to
invite a certain number of representative Indians
to join his Executive Council and further to
establish a War Advisory Council consisting of
representatives of Indian" States and of other
interests in the national life of India as a whole,
The Working Committee of the Ail-India
Muslim League considered the proposals which